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For Latin America, a big 
jump in minerals demand 
could fuel an economic 
boom.

Latin America could be on 
the verge of a mining 
bonanza. 

A Latin American public 
pathway approach to this 
energy boom at a time of 
progressive governance is a 
social, economic, and 
environmental  necessity. 





Colombia’s oil and 
mining sector accounts 
for 5.1% of the GDP. 

Coal accounts for 2% of 
the GDP. 



Chile, Peru and Mexico:
nearly 40% of estimated 
global copper production in 
2021. 

Chile and Argentina:
More than 25% of world's 
estimated lithium.

Peru, Mexico and Bolivia:
nearly 20% of zinc 
production.



“Last Day of Oppression, First Day of the Same”



CHILE 
CUT Chile
Re-establishing of energy working group to circumvent 
extreme sectoral fragmentation  

Boric 
"To strengthen our national copper company, this year 
Codelco will invest more than 90 million dollars in 
exploration, as well as 86 million dollars in innovation and 
technology. This is relevant because to take care of 
Codelco we must reinvest in it and not squeeze all the 
resources it produces."

Movimiento Litio para Chile
A national coalition of trade unions, academics, and social 
movements building towards a National Lithium Company 
and regional coordination of public lithium planning with 
the governments of Bolivia, Mexico, and Argentina.



CHILE: CASE STUDY Non-concessible
According to the Constitution of the Republic, is a non-
concessible mineral. Lithium deposits are in the salt flats. 
These are fragile ecosystems that must be cared for, and 
where there are communities and indigenous peoples.

State control
“Since lithium is a strategic mineral reserved for the state, 
it should be the state that should take control of it; to do 
so, it should carry out exploration and exploitation through 
a National Lithium Company.” 

Public-Public
Codelco and/or Enami that should take control of the salt 
flats right now. This is necessary and possible, as the 
National Lithium Commission stated in its 2015 report.

The state must always be the majority partner. 



CHILE: WORKER SNAPSHOT
The first lesson is that workers cannot be indifferent to the 
political problem in the direction of the state and the 
government that administers it. We cannot lose the self-
reliance of the trade union movement to defend the rights 
of the workers. Our most serious mistakes are the 
fragmentation of the trade union movement, a product of 
individualism and depoliticisation of the workers.

Miguel Soto Roa, 
CONSTRAMET
Movimiento Litio para Chile 

“We want to strengthen our international connections in 
the fight to reclaim energy. Our task is difficult, but 
together we can win.” 

William Montes of the National Federation of Oil and 
Related Unions of Chile (FENATRAPECH).



BRAZIL: ELETROBRAS

Underwent privatisation in 2022 under Bolsonaro, 
with the federal government’s shares falling from 
72% to 43%, and a measure limiting its voting 
power to 10%. 

Eletrobras is responsible for 30% of all generation 
and 45% of transmission in Brazil. 



BRAZIL: ELETROBRAS WORKER DEMANDS

“It is not a popsicle factory; it is a company that 
provides essential public services to society, and its 
public control is regulated in the constitution," 
adding that Lula "made it clear that the goal is to 
undo this banditry against the [public ownership] 
and eventually if conditions are favourable (...)  to 
re-nationalise". 
Ikaro Chaves, Director of the National Collective of 
Electricians (CNE)

Reclaiming majority public ownership would require 
recovering 7% of the shares. 

CNE has argued for the re-nationalization of 
Electrobras and recently laid out their demands in 
an open letter to the Minister of Mines and Energy 
(MME), Alexandre Silveira. 



MEXICO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB110QOvw7E


MEXICO 





Energy Expansion 

“Coal, oil and gas still 
account for 82% of total 
primary energy 
consumption worldwide.
Roughly three-quarters of 
new energy demand is 
currently being met by fossil 
fuels.”

“Importantly, non-OECD 
countries account for 79% of 
global coal extraction, 73% of 
oil and 63% of gas.” 



What does Colombia export? (2020)



The most common destination 
for the exports of Colombia 
are:

● United States ($9.55B)
● China ($2.8B)

● Ecuador ($1.51B)
● Panama ($1.43B)
● Brazil($1.28B)

https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/usa/partner/col
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/chn/partner/col
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/ecu/partner/col
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/pan/partner/col
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/bra/partner/col


Importantly, non-
OECD countries 
account for:
● 79% of global coal 

extraction
● 73% of oil 
● 63% of gas 



COLOMBIA HAS PAID 
THE COST OF THE 
“SOCIAL DIALOGUE” 
APPROACH. 

A COAL CASE STUDY: 
PRODECO



Prodeco is a subsidiary of the Swiss 
multinational mining company 
Glencore. 

Last year: it is not "economically viable" 
to restart its mining operations in the 
country.

Prodeco is currently the third largest 
exporter of thermal coal in Colombia. 

Prodeco began operations in Colombia 
in 1995 when Glencore acquired Puerto 
Zúñiga, the Calenturitas mine and the 
Cerrejón Central mine, producing 18 
million tons of coal by 2013.



Prodeco has been involved in 
accusations of corruption and 
allegations by environmental 
organizations of links with 
paramilitaries.

It won a lawsuit in 2019 against the 
Colombian State to return almost 
US$20 million for "damages". 

And will begin the return of its 
mining titles to the State, whose 
concession was granted until 2031.





Colombia is an observer 
of the Energy Charter 
Treaty (ECT) gives 
foreign investors 
sweeping powers to sue 
states over government 
actions that have 
supposedly ‘damaged’ 
their investments.



1. EPM; pioneer in the matter that has since 2003 the 
Jepírachi Wind Farm. 
2. ISAGEN, now owned by the Canadian multinational
Brookfield, is processing 6 farms with 130 AEG
3. ENEL Green Power; Italian multinational, with a 
projection of 10 parks with more or less 674 AEG, the largest 
number so far. 
4. Begonia Power; owned by Grupo Argos in an agreement 
with the Austrian-based company Renovation; 13 wind farms 
are being processed
5. Vientos del Norte; belongs to the aforementioned 
Renovation, which plans to have 2 wind farms
6. Jemewaa Kai, owned by a German investor associated 
with Colombian technicians, is processing 6 par- ques with 
498 AEG. On February 27, 2019, the sale was announced. 
of 5 of the 6 parks to the company AES Colombia, which is a 
subsidiary of AES Gener, owned by AES Corporation, a 
leading global energy company headquartered in the United 
States.
7. Sowitec Energía de Colombia, a local subsidiary of the 
German wind energy company Sowitec, is currently planning 
one wind farm with 48AEG.



The government 
currently holds 88.5% 
of Ecopetrol's shares 
and also has the 
approval to divest 
(privatize) 8.5% of its 
shareholding.

PUBLIC OIL: ECOPETROL 



PROPOSALS: RECLAIMING AND DEMANDING PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

Proposal 8
Decree that Ecopetrol returns to being 100% state-
owned, directly influencing the definition of the planning 
and execution of the nation's hydrocarbon policy. Promote 
a great national debate on the HYDROCARBONS 
ORGANIC LAW proposed by the USO.

Proposal 9
Strengthen public departmental electric power 
companies; initiate the creation of a national state-owned 
electric power company, which will have a direct impact on 
the sector's policies throughout the production chain. 



PACTO HISTORICO: A NEW ERA 
GUSTAVO PETRO, PRESIDENT
FRANCIA MARQUEZ, VICE-PRESIDENT





POCAE PLATFORM OF BRAZIL: 
TRADE UNIONS & SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 


