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The AFL-CIO is pleased to submit its eighth petition under the
worker rights provisions in the Trade Act of 1974, as amended. The
1985 adoption of these provisions promised the opportunity to
document flagrant abuses of internationally-recognized worker
rights. The internationally-recognized worker rights enumerated in

the law include:

o the right of association;

o the right to organize and bargain collectively;

o a prohibition on the use of any form of forced or
compulsory labor;

e} a minimum age for the employment of children; and,

o] acceptable conditions of work with respect to minimum

wages, hours of work, and occupational safety and health.

Reference was also made to the ILO Conventions, which serve to
elucidate precisely what activities are included in each of these
basic worker rights.

The AFL-CIO continues to believe there is a critical
difference between the law and the practice of governments and that
investigations must examine not only whether a particular
government has laws in place allowing for worker rights but whether
that government in practice executes necessary regulations to
support these rights.

Government Decisions

As of the date of this filing, no results on the 1992 cases.
have been released. Therefore, the AFL-CIO reiterates its call for
termination of GSP benefits for Bahrain, El1 S.ilvador, Fiji,
Guatemala, Malawi, Oman, Panama and Thailand.

1993 Cases

In addition to the eight countries in our 1992 petition, the
AFL-CIO believes that violations of internationally-recognized
worker rights are found in Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Malaysia, Maldives, Morocco, Pakistan, Paraguay, and Peru. The
AFL-CI0O believes these countries should not be eligible
beneficiaries of the Generalized System of Preferences. Detailed
information is provided on the new cases.
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