‘Concerned’ gov’t to respond to USTR review of labor rights | International Labor Rights ... Page 1 of 2

International Lebor Righis Forum

= »

End Viplence Against Trade Unions  pHILIPPINES

rad viotlence against ‘Cioneerned’ gov't to respond to USTR review
of labor rights

Trade Bnisus

Zimbabwe
Celombia
Philippines

Policy Cormscticns:

. . *
Wihat You Can Do 148332 /FCangernedgovi-in: respond-to- USTR-rey

Putdications & Resources By Veroalca Uy
News Archives
MANILA, Phatlippines — A "concerned” government is preparing an iter-

deparimeniat response Lo the COUNVy's remaining “under scrutlny” by the
Sear«;hths ate £y United States Trade Representative {USTR) for possibie victatlons of
T e ) tnternational iabor standards, 1abor Secretary Marianito Rogue.

Saarch

The vesponse, Rogue sald, will be done on the International stage because the
eptire Philipping govermment, inciuding the judiciary, is put to task by the USTR
review, which could also jeopardize the country's preferantial trade status with
the Us,

“Irade between the twa countries is gt $1.4 billon,” he noted,

"when [ say Cabingt, that means the Department of Intertor and Local
Government, the Philipptne National PoBoe, the Departimant of Nalicnal
Defense, the Depariment of Justlce, the Commission on Human Rights,” he
sald,

Cn July 3, the USTR put the Philippines under revtew for the latier's "no undon,
no strike” policy In special economic zores that has allegedty resulted In the rise
of extrajudiciat kiliings of labor organizers between 2001 and 2007, it also
questioned the labar department’s practice of "assumption of jusisdiction.”

When the labor department “assumes jurisdiciton” of a case, usualiy 4 laboy
dispute on the verge of becomiing a strike, the parties are often ordered o
makwtaln tha status quo, of the situation before a notice of strike js flled.

This practice, lahor unions argue, weakens thetr only weapon In advandng their
vights,

Rogue sald the “assumption of jurlsdiction” issue hard already been defended by
tis predecassor, now Suprems Court Justice Arturo Brion, when he faced the
USTR In October fast year.

e sald the former tabor chief had argued that the secretary's assuming
jurisdiction of a case is a "valld procedure, & valld exercise that concerns
national interest.”

But witle expressing concern for the USTR decision, the labor secretary
guesticiad the motives of those who petitloned for it

“They are using the USTR to pressure uslo give in to investigate Liese cases...
They are just trying I revive these Issues for political purposes,” he said.

The USTR decision was it response o a petition by the International iabor
Rights Forum {ILRF) In June 2007 requesting & USTR inguivy into whether the
Philinpine government ensures that all Milpino workers enjey the right to
freedom of assogiation.

LIS faw requires that a couniry afford its workars' *internationally recognized
worker rights,” inciuding the right to freedom of assodation, in ordet io
participate i 5 Generalized System of Preferences program.

The USTR also ruiled to confinue the ohgolug review to determing whether the
Fhillippines is eligible to remain In the GSP program,
Lawysr Brian Campbell of the ILRYF sajd the be hopes the {USTR decision

orompts the Phifippine government Lo take the necessaly steps "o end the
tmpunity enjoyed by those who kil and hartass trade unlonists so that
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husinesses in the Philippines can continue to enjoy preferantial trade beneiis
under the GSP program.”

Astde from tha Increase in the kilings of rade union teaders between 2001 and
2007, the TLRF also sald the Phillppine government's “no union, no strike®
podlcies in the spacial econemic zenes denies the basic right o free assoclation.

campbell said [LRF also wants Philippine government to implement alt of the
recommendations of United Katlons special Tapporiaus on extrajudicial
axeculions Philiip Alston as wel as the recommendations of the Internailonal
Lahor Organization’s Commiites on the Freedom of Association, which has
repestediy found the Philtpoines” assumption of jurisdictlon reguiattons in
violation of nternational standards.
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