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News Archives sayd Tuesday as members of a 12-natton International Labor Solidarity Mission
Bearch fanned out to varlous provinces to investigate kiflings. abdudiions and other

e s e eeer attacks on labor leaders and SUphorters.
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s : Brian Campbell, an officer of the International tabor Rights Funad ([LRF), =aid
his group and the others were afarmed over the attacks on trade union feaders
in the country, some of whom werked In factories owned by migdtinational

corparations from the United Slates and Furcpe.

ILRF is 2 group of lawyers based i Washington, D.C., which helps families of
rmurdered union leaders file oriminal cases against corporations suspacted of
complicity in the kililngs,

Spate of killlngs

The spate of labor kilings i1 the Philippines now maltches the notoriety of
Coloinbia, which is the most dangerous country for labor unions, Camplrel toki
tha Inquirer shostly after he arvived here @5 part of 2 group that Is looking Into
recest attacks on labor leaders in the Southent Tagalog reglon.

“The Philippines is becoming cne of the worst countries that Ive {visted). What
is more distibing is that i takes lass and less fo provoke he killings,” he said,

Last week, Gerry Cristobal, president of a unton In 2 semiconducior firm in
Cavite province, was aritically wounded In a2 shooting invelving an intelligence
operative in Imus fown. #Wilitant groups said that, contrary 10 what the police
had earfier reported, i was Crstobal who was ambushed.

Campball and the sther members of the solidarity mission fiope to increase
pressura on the ATeyo government 1o act swiftly o the murders of labor
jeaders,

Camphell said the ILRF was currently favolved in at least 12 cases where it
represents workers on s bahara plantation in Guatemala and a Garman-owned
coal company in Colombia.

Dark side iof globalization

Carnpbeli said in seme countries he had visited, corparations with mothar
companles in the US and Surope were suspected to have beesn invelved In
ordering the stayings of union leadears,

“The pecple In the US don't have a fsli understanding of how itisliketobe a
warker in the Philippines,” he sald, "It & tmportant that they know what the
companies, which they beliave are good cltizens, are doing here. They shouid
understand that there Is a gdark side to this glebatizatlon and capitalism.”

Ameng the countries with representatives on the solidarity mission are the
United States, 8elgiurn, Denmark, Australia, few Zealand, Japan, Bangladesh
and Mepal. The inlssion was organized by the local Center for Trade Union and
Human Rights, the Ecumenical Institute for Labor Education and Research, and
the Alliance of Concerned Teadhers,

Some of the other teams have slready arsived In Bulacan, Tarlac and
Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal and Guezany, while others were on
their way to Composigla Yalley and the island of Negros, according to mission
spokespersen Daisy Arago.

“They wilf talk to the victims and survivors of poditically related cidents of
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walence inchudirg those who experienced harassment, amjuction and torture
hecause of their trada-ualon and poiitical activities is their Tactosies and
communlties,” added Arago. who is aiso exacutive direclor of the Center for
Trade Unloh and Human Rights.

Unmasking the kitiars

The dalegates wilt visit the families of those wha were killed and guther first-
hand information on the crcumstances around the kithngs,

“we aim to ynmask ihe perpeirators of these heinous crtmes which kiited more
than 80 unichists, labor leaders and advocates since 2001,7 Arage said,

Araqo said the success of the mission woitld depend on the cooperation of the
authoritles,

“We expect harassreent from tocal miitary and poiice forces bist we are
deiermined to push through with the worl,,” she told the Ingeirer in a telepiione
Interview. -

Aslda from the Wilings, disappearances and abductions, the missioh membars
wilt also document torture and violations of privacy and intrusions into the
workers homes and families,

The mission is expected to present iis repovt in Maniia on May 7. Migsion
members and local labor rights advocates are to meet with the Commission on
Human Rights the following day, Arago sakd.

In Tarlac province, the killings to be investigaied are those of Ricards Ramos,
former president of the Central Azutaresa de Tariac Labor Union; Thrso Craz, o
leader of the United Luisita Workers’ Union; Bayan Wuna-Tarlac secretary
generat Flarante Collandss; and Tarlac City counciior Abelardo Ladaera,

Christmas Day torture

In Butacan provincs, the mission will mvestigate the mitrders of Fedarlce de
Leon, provinclal chair of the Anakpawls party: Rogalic Cancepdian, union
president of Sofid Development Corp.; and Francisco Paracn, who wes llegally
detalned, Interrogated and tortured on Chilstmas day lasi year.

in Calabarzon, the delegates will focus on the killings of Westid Phllippines union
president Diosdado Fortuna, Alllance of Congerned Teachers national councl
membar Hapoieon Pomasdore and Honda Workers' Unien president Romeo
tegazpl.

in Hegros and southern Mindanao, the mission wi study the plight of sugar and
banana plantation workers, respectively.

They will aiso look Into the murders of at least four leaders of the Natlonai
Federation of Sugar Workers, a Kilusang Mayo Uno affillate I the sugai
sy,

About ILRF  What You Can Do Publications & Resources fiews  Coniact  TLRF Blog

D Privacy ¢ Dite

http://www.laborrights.org/ end-violence-againsi-trade-unions/philippines/1275 8/4/2008



