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May 31, 1989

The Hon. Carla Hills QW 2
U.S. Trade Representative

600 17th St. NW
Washington, DC 20506

Dear Ms. Hills:

Enclosed please find a preliminary report by Americas

Watch concerning worker rights of Haitian cane-cutters
in the Dominican Republic. This document was prepared
for the I.L.O., which is conducting a study of the
problem in the near future.

At this time Americas Watch wishes to submit our
preliminary report to the U.S. Trade Representative_as
a petition, pursuant to Section 502(b)(8) of the Trade
Act. We respectfully request that it be reviewed by
the USTR in the context of its annual review of GSP
beneficiaries.

As the enclosed document notes, worker rights
abuses suffered by Haitian cane-cutters in the Dominican
Republic include forced labor, child labor, limits on
the right to organize, and inhumane working conditions.
These worker rights problems are referenced explicitly
in the worker rights statute governing participation
in the GSP.

As noted in the attached report, Americas Watch
will be following up our preliminary fact-finding
mission with another mission this summer. We will issue
a full-length report at that time. I will make our
additional information on this subject available to
the USTR: in writing and in testimony this fall.

Thank you for reviewing the situation of labor
rights of Haitian workers in the Dominican Republic.

HpY1ly Burkhalter
Washington Director
s Human Rights Watch

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ROLAND ALGRANT, ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN, DOROTHY CULLMAN, ADRIAN DEWIND,

JACK GREENBERG, ALICE H. HENKIN, STEPHEN KASS, JERI LABER, ARYEH NEIER,
MATTHEW NIMETZ, BRUCE RABB, KENNETH ROTH



HUMAN

RIGHTS

AFRICA WATCH + AMERICAS WATCH

W AT C H ASIA WATCH - HELSINKI WATCH

O REPLY
DO REPL

ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN
Chaimman

ADRIAN DEWIND
Vice Chaironan

ARYEH NEIER
Executive Diirector
KENNETH ROTH
Depury Disetctor

HOLLY BURKHAITER
Washingtom Direcror
ELLEN LUTZ
California Director
SUSAN OSNOS
Press Director

STEPHANIE C. STEELE
Business Manager

JOANNA WWESCHLER
ALLYSON COLLINS
Research Aussociates

AFRICA WATCH
RAKIYA OMAAR
Exscutive Diirecror
AICHARD CARVER
iesearch Direcror
OYCE MENDS.-COLE
Vashingtors Representative
=
\MERICAS WATCH
JAN MENDEZ
xecutive Divector
YNTHIA BROWN
Yeputy Director
=MERA RONE
ounse|
NNE MANUEL
esearch Digector

S1A WATCH

DNEY JONES

ecurive Dimector
|

ELSINKE WATCH
RI LABER.

ecutive Direcror
ATHERINE FITZPATRICK
search Dimector

IDDLE EAST WATCH
JC GOLIDSTEIN
search Diwector

-

IND FOR FREE EXPRESSION

PHIE C. SILBERBERG
scutive Director

MIDDLE EAST WATCH - FUND FOR FREE EXPRESSION

TO: 485 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10017 (212) 972-B400 FAX (212) 972-0g05 TELEX 910240 1007 FFFEXPSN NY
¥ TO: 1522 K 5T N.W, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 {202) 3716592 FAX (202) 371-0124

HATTIAN SUGAR-CANE CUTTERS IN THE
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

A Preliminary Report

AMERICAS WATCH

May 1989

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ROLAND ALGRANT, ROBERT L. BERNSTEIN, DOROTHY CULLMAN, ADRIAN DEWIND,
JACK GREENBERG, ALICE H. HENKIN, STEPHEN KASS, JERI LABER, ARYEH NEIER,
MATTHEW NIMETZ, BRUCE RABB, KENNETH ROTH



