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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

- Trade Policy Staff Committee (TPSC); -
Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP); Notice of Review of Praduct
and Country Practices Petitions, Public
Hearings, and List of Articles Sent o
the United States International Trade
Commission {USITC) for Review;
Notice Regarding 1996 Annual Review ,

agency: Office of the Unitéd States
Trade Representative. )
ACTION: Announcement of the review

comment on the product petitions
accepted for consideration in the 1995
Annual GSP Review in a Federal
Register notice of July 28, 1995 (60 FR
38856); announcement of country
practices petitions accepted for
consideration in the 1995 Annual GSP
Review; announcement of timetable for
ublic hearings t0 consider petitions
accepted for review; announcement of
amendments in the list of articles sent

9

to the USITC for review, announcemen
regarding 1996 Annual GSP Review;
announcement regarding termination 0
country practice petitions.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice on
the 1995 ‘Annual GSP Review is: (1) To
set forth the review timetable and
provide an opportunity for public
comment on product petitions accepted
i the 1995 Annual GSP review
requestinga modification in the list of
articles that are eligible for duty-free
treatment under the GSP program; (2)
announce the acceptance for review of
and provide an opportunity for public
comments on petitions to modify the
status of GSP beneficiary countries in
regard to their practices as specified in
15 CFR 2007.0(a) and (b); (3)to
announce the timetable for public
hearings to consider petitions accepted
for review; (4)to anTounce amendments
- to the list of articles sent by USTR on
August 23 1996, to the USITC to seek

benefits; and (5) to.announce the
satisfactory completion of two country
practice reviews. -
For Further Information Contact: GSP
Subcommittee, Office of the United
States Trade Representative, 600 17th
| Street, NW, Room 517, Washington, DC

20508. The telephone number if (202)

395-6971. Public versions of all

doguments relating to this review will
be available for review by appointment
in the USTR public reading room.
Appointments may be made from 10
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. by
calling (202) 305-6186.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The GSP

programn
designat
jmported from designated beneficiary
developing countries.
is authorized by Title V of the Trade Act
of 1974, as amended (‘““Trade Act”) (19
U.S.C. 2461 et seq.), and was
implemented by Executive Or
of November 24, 197
subsequent Executive Orders and
Presidential Proclamations. Th
regulations provide for an anntt
review, unless otherwise speci
Federal Regisier notice (15 CFR 2007.3

timetable and opportunity for public et seq.). Ina Federal Register notice .

~USTR announced the acceptance of

product petitions for review and the 'él P
ongoing consideration by USTR of wi
petitions requesting that certain

practices in certain peneficiary b
developing countries be reviewed to - *
determined whe
in compliance with the eligibility
criteria that are set forth in sections
502(b) and 502(c) of the Trade Act (19

- 1J.5.C. 2462 (b) and 2462 (c)). Asa result
of the expiration of the GSP program.on
July 31, 1995, USTR did not announce

advice with respect to eligibility for GSP
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grants duty-free treatment t0
ed eligible articles that are

The GSP program
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e GSP
al GSP

fied by

ted July 28, 1995 (60 FR 38856),

ther such countries are

review timetable for product petitions
or which of the so-called “country
practices” petitions were under
consideration, USTR stated in the notice
that it would make such announcerﬂant
and offer an opportunity for public
comment upon eauthorization of the
GSP program. Legislation reauthorizing
the GSP program offective October 1,
1996 and making cer
it was signed by the President on
August 20,1996 (Public Law 104-188,
110 Stat. 1755) (Small Business Job
Protectior Act of 1996—for the GSP

related pmvisions, see subtitle ] of Title

1 of the foregoing Act).

L. Acceptance of Petitions for Review
USTR accepted petitions requesting
modification of the list of articles
eligible to receive duty-free treatment
under the GSP and to review the GSP
status of beneficiary countries, as
provided in title V of the Trade Ack,
USTR will review these petitions
pursuant to regulations codified at 15

CFR part 2007. Acceptance for review of

the petitions does not indicate any

opinion with respect to disposition on

" the merits of the petitions. Acceptance

indicates only that the listed petitions
have hesn found gligible for review by’
the GSP Subcomumittee and the Trade
Palicy Staff Committee, and that such

review will take place.
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~ A. Requests To Modify Product
Eligibility
USTR accepted petitions fr
interested parties and foreign
governments: {1) To designate :
eligible for the GSP; (2) to with
suspend or limit GSP duty-free
treatment accorded either to eligil
! articles under the GSP or to indi
5, and modified by  beneficiary developing countrie
respéct to specific GSP eligible a
and {3) to waive competitive ne
limits. e
As in previous reviews, petitions!
add or remove products from thelis
articles eligible for GSP duty-
treatment will be evaluated i
accordance with the “‘gradual
olicy. Limitations on GSP eligih
11 be considered for products:¢
more economically advanced:

. ‘have demonstrated sufficient :
competitiveness in those produgc
criteria QU
considering “graduation: the
development level of the indiv]
beneficiary country; its competi!
position in the product cong )
country’s practices relating
investment and worker rights:
overall economic interests of

States.

the conclusion of the review P
therefore, may differ. Certain [
developing countries may 10se
benefits for certain g6
though those products
: competitive need limitation:
tain amendments to  gection 503(c)(2)(A) of the Trad

/

producing like or direc
articles and on consumers. -

the USITC to provide this a
same time, USTR asked the L
furnish economic advice on
probable economic effect 01

will be taken into.acco;

Product designations annou

As in previous reviews, articl

. are determined to be impart se
cannot be designated as eligible
USTR is required to seek theac
the U.S. International Trade
Commission (USITC) ont the pr
offects of the requested de gnatl
product for GSP on indu

pr

tly c_c_)ﬂi:

On August 20, 1996, USTR 1@
5 adv

industries producing like
competitive articles, and o1
of the granting of a waiver o
competitive need limits for erta
products. s
A nonconfidential versi
USITC analysis will be avail
public approximately Decemb
1996, The deadline for public co
on this nonconfidential analysis
January 15, 1997. Comment: ‘
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d in accordance with the
wires described below.
modifications to the Hst of
ligible for duty-free treatment
he GSP program resulting from
‘Annual GSP Review will be
od on or about April 1, 1897,
take effect as soon as possible

mépted for Review Regarding

actices - ] .
ant to15 CFR 2007.0{b}, the
ticy Staff Committee has
or review requests to Teview ...\

‘agaquate and effective ’
n for intellectual property

difications to the list of
s developing countries for
{ the GSP program resulting

a5 Annual GSP Review will =

it on such date as appears in
ral Repister.

/
ies for Public Comment and
ion-of Comments

P’ Subcommittee of the TPSC
mments in support ofarin
n to any petition which is the’
this notice. Submissions
nform to 15 CFR 2007,
larly 2007.6, 2007.1{a)(10,
2)(2), and 2007.1{a)(3). All
ions should identify the subject
&) in terms of the current
nized Tariff Schedule of the
os (“HTS") nomenclaiure.
nts should be submitted in
(14) copies, in Fnglish, to the
an of the GSF Subcommittee of
do Policy Staff Committee, 600
of; N.W., Room 517, .
ngton, DC.20506. Information
¢ will be subject to public
i by appointment with the
USTR public reading room,
it information granted
gs confidential” status pursuant
FR 2203.6 and other qualifying’
ation submitted in confidence
ito15 CFR 2007.7. If the
ient contains business
ential information, and original
urteen (14) copies of &
hfidential version of the .
ssion along with an original and -
oi1 (14) copies of the confidential
must be submitted. In addition,
cument containing confidential
ation should be clearly marked
ential” at the top and hottom of
gge of the document. The veision
s ot contain business
ntial information {the public
) should also be clearly marked
op and bottom of every page

" accompanie

{either “public version” or

“noncontidential”). .
 Comments should be submitied no

?ﬁer than Qctober 29, 1896, .

11

. Notice of Public Hearings

Hearings will be held on Navember
13, and 14, 1996, beginning at 10 am.
at a location in Washington, DCto be
announced. The hearing will be apen to
the public and a transcript of the
hearings will be made available for
public inspection or can be purchased
from the reporting company. No '
electronic media coverage will be
allowed. . ] .

All interested parties wishing to make

Jan oral presentation at the hearings

ust submit the name, address, and

telephone. number of the witness(es}
representing their organization to the
Chairman of the GSP Subcommitiea by
5 p.m. October 28, 1886. Requeststo

~present oral testimony in connection
with the public hearings shouid be

d for fourteen (14) copies, in
English, of all written briefs or .
statements, and should also ba received
by 5 p.m. on October 29, 1996. Oral
testimony before the GSP Subcemmitise
will be limited to five minute
presentations that summarize or
supplement information contained in
briefs or statements submitted for the
record, Post-hearing briefs or statements
will be accepted if they conform with
the regulations cited above and are
submitted in fourteen {14} copies, in
English, no later that 5 p.m. December

_11, 1996, Parties not wishing to appear -

. at the public hearings may submit pre-

hearing written briefs or statements by
October 29, 1996, and may submit post-
hearing written briefs or statements by
December 11, 1986, Rebuttal briefs or .
statements should be submitted in
fourteen {14) copies, in English, by 5
p.m, January 8, 1997.

All communications with regard to
these hearings should be addressed to:
GSP Subcommittee, Office of the United
States Trade Representative, 600 17th
Street, NW., Room 517, Wagshington, DC
20508. The telephone number is (202]
395-6971. Questions may.be directed to
‘any member of the staff of the GSP
Information Center.

_ V. Notice of Amendment to the List of
Articles Subject fo Review

On July 28, 1995, USTR published the’
list of arficles subject to review in the
Federal Register (60 FR 38856). USTR
has made certain amendments to that
list, Case numbers 95-21, 9529, 95-31,
05-33, 95-35, 95-39 and 95-43 (the
campetitive need limit waivers petitions
for Malaysia) have heen deleted due to
the proposed graduation of Malaysia

from GSP effective January 1, 197, Due
to changes in the nomenclature of the
HTS effective January 1, 1996, the list of
articles in the notice are modified by
changing the HTS subheading for case
number 95-28 to 8460.12,00, changing
the HTS subhieading for case number
95—30 into two subheadings and
subdividing the case into case number
95--30A for 8471.49.26 and case number
45-308 for 8471.60.35, changing the
HTS stbheading for case number 95-32
smto two subheading and subdividing
+he case into case number 86—324A for
8517.19.40 and case number 95-32B for
8517.19.80, and changing the HTS
‘subheading for case mumber 95-34 to
8517.21.00.

V. Notice Regarding 1996 Annual
Review of GSP and Least Developed
Beneficiary Developing Couniry Review

Ordinarily, the TPSC would have

" invited the submission of petitions for

the 1008 Annual GSP Review on June 1,
1996, At that time, however, the
program had not-been réeauthorized. The
legislation reinstating the GSP program
is nifective October 1, 1996 with a ’
provision permitting refunding by
Customs after October 1, 1998, of duties
that would not have been paid between
‘July 31, 1995 and October 1, 1606 if the

" GSP program had been in effect. But

because the legislation only provides for
extension of the GSP program until Ma
31, 1997, the TPSC has decided that it
will niot solicit petitions for the 1998
W
anttouncement will appear at a
later date in the Federal Register
concerning the timetable of the review
to add products to the GSP program .
only for the least developed beneficiary

developing countries as provided for in
the amended GSP statute.

VI. Terminated Country Practice
Reviews ’

Due to progress in protecting
intellectual property rights, the reviews |
of E] Salvador and Poland have been
terminated.

. Frederick L. Montgomery,

Chaivman, Trade Policy Stff Committee.
[FR Doc. 9825413 Filed 10-3-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF THANSPORTATION
Office of the Secretary

Reports, Forms and Recordkeeping
-Requirements; Agency Information
Coliection Activity Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Department of Transportation
(DOT).




